
2C:58-1.  Registration of manufacturers and wholesale dealers of firearms 
 
      a.  Registration.    Every manufacturer and wholesale dealer of firearms shall 
register with the superintendent as provided in this section.  No person shall engage in 
the business of, or act as a manufacturer or wholesale dealer of firearms, or 
manufacture or sell at wholesale any firearm, until he has so registered. 
 
    Applications for registration shall be made on such forms as shall be prescribed by 
the superintendent, and the applicant shall furnish such information and other 
particulars as may be prescribed by law or by any rules or regulations promulgated by 
the superintendent.  Each application for registration or renewal shall be accompanied 
by a fee of $150.00. 
 
    The superintendent shall prescribe standards and qualifications for the registration of 
manufacturers and wholesalers of firearms, for the protection of the public safety, 
health and welfare.  He shall refuse to register any applicant for registration unless he 
is satisfied that the applicant can be permitted to engage in business as a manufacturer 
or wholesale dealer of firearms without any danger to the public safety, health or 
welfare. 
 
    The superintendent shall issue a certificate of registration to every person  registered 
under this section, and such certificate shall be valid for a period  of 3 years from the 
date of issuance. 
 
      b.  Wholesale dealer's agent.    Every registered wholesale dealer of firearms shall 
cause each of his agents or employees actively engaged in the purchase or sale of 
firearms to be licensed with the superintendent as a wholesale dealer's agent.  
Applications for agents' licenses shall be submitted  on such forms as shall be 
prescribed by the superintendent, and shall be signed  by the registered wholesale 
dealer and by the agent.  Each application shall be  accompanied by a fee of $5.00, and 
each license shall be valid for so long as  the agent or employee remains in the employ 
of the wholesale dealer and the  wholesale dealer remains validly registered under this 
section.  The  superintendent shall prescribe standards and qualifications for licensed  
wholesale dealers' agents, for the protection of the public safety, health and  welfare. 
 
      c.  Revocation of certificate of registration or license.    The superintendent may, 
after reasonable notice to all affected parties and a hearing if requested, revoke any 
certificate of registration or agent's license  if he finds that the registered or licensed 
person is no longer engaged in the  business of manufacturing or wholesaling firearms 
in this State or that he can  no longer be permitted to carry on such business without 
endangering the public  safety, health or welfare.  A certificate or license may be 
canceled at any  time at the request of the registered or licensed person. 
 
      d.  Appeals.    Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the superintendent to register 



him as a manufacturer or wholesale dealer or a wholesale dealer's  agent, or by 
revocation of his certificate or license, may appeal to the  Appellate Division of the 
Superior Court. 
 
      e.  Records of sales.    Every manufacturer and wholesale dealer shall keep a 
detailed record of each firearm sold by him.  The record shall include the date of sale, 
the name and address of the purchaser, a description of each firearm and the serial 
number thereof.  The records shall be available for inspection at all reasonable times by 
any law enforcement officer. 
 
  
2C:58-2  Retailing of firearms; licensing of dealers and their employees. 
 

2C:58-2. a. Licensing of retail dealers and their employees.  No retail dealer of 
firearms nor any employee of a retail dealer shall sell or expose for sale, or possess 
with the intent of selling, any firearm unless licensed to do so as hereinafter provided.  
The superintendent shall prescribe standards and qualifications for retail dealers of 
firearms and their employees for the protection of the public safety, health and welfare. 
 

Applications shall be made in the form prescribed by the superintendent, 
accompanied by a fee of $50 payable to the superintendent, and shall be made to a 
judge of the Superior Court in the county where the applicant maintains his place of 
business. The judge shall grant a license to an applicant if he finds that the applicant 
meets the standards and qualifications established by the superintendent and that the 
applicant can be permitted to engage in business as a retail dealer of firearms or 
employee thereof without any danger to the public safety, health and welfare.  Each 
license shall be valid for a period of three years from the date of issuance, and shall 
authorize the holder to sell firearms at retail in a specified municipality. 
 

In addition, every retail dealer shall pay a fee of $5 for each employee actively 
engaged in the sale or purchase of firearms. The superintendent shall issue a license for 
each employee for whom said fee has been paid, which license shall be valid for so long 
as the employee remains in the employ of said retail dealer. 
 

No license shall be granted to any retail dealer under the age of 21 years or to any 
employee of a retail dealer under the age of 18 or to any person who could not qualify 
to obtain a permit to purchase a handgun or a firearms purchaser identification card, or 
to any corporation, partnership or other business organization in which the actual or 
equitable controlling interest is held or possessed by such an ineligible person. 
 

All licenses shall be granted subject to the following conditions, for breach of any of 
which the license shall be subject to revocation on the application of any law 
enforcement officer and after notice and hearing by the issuing court: 
 



(1) The business shall be carried on only in the building or buildings designated 
in the license, provided that repairs may be made by the dealer or his employees 
outside of such premises.  
 

(2) The license or a copy certified by the issuing authority shall be displayed at 
all times in a conspicuous place on the business premises where it can be easily read. 
 

(3) No firearm or imitation thereof shall be placed in any window or in any other 
part of the premises where it can be readily seen from the outside. 
 

(4) No rifle or shotgun, except antique rifles or shotguns, shall be delivered to 
any person unless such person possesses and exhibits a valid firearms purchaser 
identification card and furnishes the seller, on the form prescribed by the 
superintendent, a certification signed by him setting forth his name, permanent 
address, firearms purchaser identification card number and such other information as 
the superintendent may by rule or regulation require.  The certification shall be retained 
by the dealer and shall be made available for inspection by any law enforcement officer 
at any reasonable time. 
 

(5) No handgun shall be delivered to any person unless: 
 

(a) Such person possesses and exhibits a valid permit to purchase a firearm and 
at least seven days have elapsed since the date of application for the permit; 
 

(b) The person is personally known to the seller or presents evidence of his 
identity; 
 

(c) The handgun is unloaded and securely wrapped; 
 

(d) Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph (e) of this paragraph, the 
handgun is accompanied by a trigger lock or a locked case, gun box, container or other 
secure facility; provided, however, this provision shall not apply to antique handguns.  
The exemption afforded under this subparagraph for antique handguns shall be 
narrowly construed, limited solely to the requirements set forth herein and shall not be 
deemed to afford or authorize any other exemption from the regulatory provisions 
governing firearms set forth in chapter 39 and chapter 58 of Title 2C of the New Jersey 
Statutes; and 
 

(e) On and after the first day of the sixth month following the date on which the 
list of personalized handguns is prepared and delivered pursuant to section 3 of 
P.L.2002, c.130 (C.2C:58-2.4), the handgun is identified as a personalized handgun and 
included on that list or is an antique handgun.  The provisions of subparagraph (d) of 
this section shall not apply to the delivery of a personalized handgun. 
 



(6) The dealer shall keep a true record of every handgun sold, given or 
otherwise delivered or disposed of, in accordance with the provisions of subsections b. 
through e. of this section and the record shall note whether a trigger lock, locked case, 
gun box, container or other secure facility was delivered along with the handgun. 
 

(7) A dealer shall not knowingly deliver more than one handgun to any person 
within any 30-day period.  This limitation shall not apply to: 
 

(a) a federal, State, or local law enforcement officer or agency purchasing 
handguns for use by officers in the actual performance of their law enforcement duties; 
 

(b) a collector of handguns as curios or relics as defined in Title 18, United 
States Code, section 921 (a) (13) who has in his possession a valid Collector of Curios 
and Relics License issued by the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives;  
 

(c) transfers of handguns among licensed retail dealers, registered wholesale 
dealers and registered manufacturers; 
 

(d) any transaction where the person has purchased a handgun from a licensed 
retail dealer and has returned that handgun to the dealer in exchange for another 
handgun within 30 days of the original transaction, provided the retail dealer reports 
the exchange transaction to the superintendent; or 
 

(e) any transaction where the superintendent issues an exemption from the 
prohibition in this subsection pursuant to the provisions of section 4 of P.L.2009, c.186 
(C.2C:58-3.4). 
 

b. Records.  Every person engaged in the retail business of selling, leasing or 
otherwise transferring a handgun, as a retail dealer or otherwise, shall keep a register 
in which shall be entered the time of the sale, lease or other transfer, the date thereof, 
the name, age, date of birth, complexion, occupation, residence and a physical 
description including distinguishing physical characteristics, if any, of the purchaser, 
lessee or transferee, the name and permanent home address of the person making the 
sale, lease or transfer, the place of the transaction, and the make, model, 
manufacturer's number, caliber and other marks of identification on such handgun and 
such other information as the superintendent shall deem necessary for the proper 
enforcement of this chapter. The register shall be retained by the dealer and shall be 
made available at all reasonable hours for inspection by any law enforcement officer. 
 

c. Forms of register.  The superintendent shall prepare the form of the register 
as described in subsection b. of this section and furnish the same in triplicate to each 
person licensed to be engaged in the business of selling, leasing or otherwise 
transferring firearms. 



 
d. Signatures in register.  The purchaser, lessee or transferee of any handgun 

shall sign, and the dealer shall require him to sign his name to the register, in triplicate, 
and the person making the sale, lease or transfer shall affix his name, in triplicate, as a 
witness to the signature.  The signatures shall constitute a representation of the 
accuracy of the information contained in the register. 
 

e. Copies of register entries; delivery to chief of police or county clerk.  Within 
five days of the date of the sale, assignment or transfer, the dealer shall deliver or mail 
by certified mail, return receipt requested, legible copies of the register forms to the 
office of the chief of police of the municipality in which the purchaser resides, or to the 
office of the captain of the precinct of the municipality in which the purchaser resides, 
and to the superintendent.  If hand delivered a receipt shall be given to the dealer 
therefor. 
 

Where a sale, assignment or transfer is made to a purchaser who resides in a 
municipality having no chief of police, the dealer shall, within five days of the 
transaction, mail a duplicate copy of the register sheet to the clerk of the county within 
which the purchaser resides. 
 
  
2C:58-2.1.  Guidelines for delivery of handguns 
 

6. The Superintendent of State Police, in consultation with the Attorney General, 
shall promulgate guidelines to effectuate the purposes of P.L.1999, c.233. 
 
 
2C:58-2.2  Findings, declarations relative to sale of handguns. 
 

1. a. The Legislature finds: 
 

New Jersey's commitment to firearms safety is unrivaled anywhere in the nation; 
 

New Jersey was the first state to require retail dealers to include, as part of every 
handgun sale, either a State Police approved trigger lock or a locked case, gun box, 
container or other secure facility; 
 

To encourage all firearms owners to practice safe storage, the State has waived all 
sales taxes on trigger locks, firearms lock-boxes and vaults and, under the "KeepSafe" 
program, offers an instant $5 rebate to all retail firearms purchasers who buy a 
compatible trigger locking device along with their firearm; 
 

New Jersey was the first state to require all firearms dealers to prominently display 
State-provided firearms information and safety warnings; 



 
New Jersey was one of the first states to make parents and guardians statutorily 

responsible for unwittingly or carelessly permitting minors under their control to gain 
access to loaded firearms; 
 

New Jersey statutorily prohibits anyone under the age of 18 years from purchasing 
or otherwise acquiring a firearm and permits such minors to possess or carry a firearm 
only in a very limited number of strictly defined situations and under the direct 
supervision of a qualified parent, guardian or instructor; 
 

To enforce this strict regulatory scheme, New Jersey imposes harsh penalties, 
including a mandatory minimum prison term of three years, on anyone who knowingly 
sells, transfers or gives a firearm to a person under the age of 18 years; and 
 

New Jersey was the first state to allocate, as part of its annual Appropriations Act, 
moneys dedicated exclusively for the development of personal handgun technology, 
and the amount so allocated, $1,000,000, was one-fifth the total amount the federal 
government allocated toward the development of this important firearms safety 
technology in the same fiscal year. 
 

b. The Legislature, therefore, declares: 
 

It is within the public interest, and vital to the safety of our families and children, 
for New Jersey to take the bold and innovative step of fostering the development of 
personalized handguns by firearms manufacturers.  To accomplish this objective, the 
Legislature determines that it should enact legislation designed to further enhance 
firearms safety by requiring that, within a specified period of time after the date on 
which these new personalized handguns are deemed to be available for retail sales 
purposes, no other type of handgun shall be sold or offered for sale by any registered 
or licensed firearms dealer in this State. 
 
  
2C:58-2.3  Reports as to availability of personalized handguns. 
 

2. a. On the first day of the sixth month following the effective date of P.L.2002, 
c.130 (C.2C:58-2.2 et al.), the Attorney General shall report to the Governor and the 
Legislature as to the availability of personalized handguns for retail sales purposes.  If 
the Attorney General determines that personalized handguns are not available for retail 
sales purposes, the Attorney General, every six months thereafter, shall report to the 
Governor and the Legislature as to the availability of personalized handguns for retail 
sales purposes until such time as the Attorney General shall deem that personalized 
handguns are available for retail sales purposes and so report to the Governor and the 
Legislature.  In making this determination, the Attorney General may consult with any 
other neutral and detached public or private entity that may have useful information 



and expertise to assist in determining whether, through performance and other relevant 
indicators, a handgun meets the statutory definition of a personalized handgun set forth 
in N.J.S.2C:39-1. 
 

b. For the purposes of this section, personalized handguns shall be deemed to 
be available for retail sales purposes if at least one manufacturer has delivered at least 
one production model of a personalized handgun to a registered or licensed wholesale 
or retail dealer in New Jersey or any other state.  As used in this subsection, the term 
"production model" shall mean a handgun which is the product of a regular 
manufacturing process that produces multiple copies of the same handgun model, and 
shall not include a prototype or other unique specimen that is offered for sale. 
 
  
2C:58-2.4  List of personalized handguns. 
 

3. a. On the first day of the 24th month following the date on which the Attorney 
General reports that personalized handguns are available for retail sales purposes 
pursuant to section 2 of P.L.2002, c.130 (C.2C:58-2.3), the Attorney General shall direct 
the Superintendent of State Police to promulgate a list of personalized handguns that 
may be sold in the State.  This list shall identify those handguns by manufacturer, 
model and caliber.   
 

b. The list required under subsection a. of this section shall be prepared within 
six months of the Attorney General's directive to the superintendent and a copy thereof 
made available to registered and licensed firearms dealers in this State.  Whenever a 
handgun is determined to meet the statutory definition of a personalized handgun as 
set forth in N.J.S.2C;39-1, the Attorney General shall report that determination in 
writing to the Governor and the Legislature within 60 days.  The superintendent shall 
promptly amend and supplement the list to include handguns which meet the statutory 
definition of a personalized handgun as set forth in N.J.S.2C:39-1 or to remove 
previously listed handguns, if appropriate.  Registered and licensed retail firearms 
dealers in this State shall be notified forthwith of any such changes in the list.  The 
notice shall be given in a manner prescribed by rule and regulation.  The Attorney 
General shall promulgate rules and regulations establishing a process for handgun 
manufacturers to demonstrate that their handguns meet the statutory definition of a 
personalized handgun set forth in N.J.S.2C:39-1 and request that their handgun be 
added to this list.  These rules and regulations may require that the handgun 
manufacturer:  (1) deliver a handgun or handguns to the Attorney General or his 
designee for testing; (2) pay a reasonable application fee; and (3) pay any reasonable 
costs incurred in, or associated with, the testing and independent scientific analysis of 
the handgun, including any analysis of the technology the manufacturer has 
incorporated within the handgun's design to limit its operational use, that is conducted 
to determine whether the handgun meets the statutory definition of a personalized 
handgun set forth in N.J.S.2C:39-1. 



 
 
2C:58-2.5  Sale of personalized handguns, inapplicability. 
 

4. a. On and after the first day of the sixth month following the preparation and 
delivery of the list of personalized handguns which may be sold in the State pursuant to 
section 3 of P.L.2002, c.130 (C.2C:58-2.4), no person registered or licensed by the 
superintendent as a manufacturer, wholesale dealer of firearms, retail dealer of firearms 
or agent or employee of a wholesale or retail dealer of firearms pursuant to the 
provisions of N.J.S.2C:58-1 or N.J.S.2C:58-2 shall transport into this State, sell, expose 
for sale, possess with the intent of selling, assign or otherwise transfer any handgun 
unless it is a personalized handgun or an antique handgun. 
 

b. The provisions of this section shall not apply to handguns to be sold, 
transferred, assigned and delivered for official use to:  (1) State and local law 
enforcement officers of this State; (2) federal law enforcement officers and any other 
federal officers and employees required to carry firearms in the performance of their 
official duties and (3) members of the Armed Forces of the United States or of the 
National Guard. 
 

c. The provisions of this section also shall not apply to handguns to be sold, 
transferred, assigned and delivered solely for use in competitive shooting matches 
sanctioned by the Civilian Marksmanship Program, the International Olympic Committee 
or USA Shooting.  The Attorney General may promulgate rules and regulations 
governing the scope and application of the exemption afforded under this section.  The 
Attorney General, by rule and regulation, may require, at a minimum, that a person 
acquiring a handgun pursuant to this section submit valid proof of participation in these 
sanctioned shooting matches. 
 

d. No later than 30 days after the preparation and delivery of the list of 
personalized handguns which may be sold in the State pursuant to section 3 of 
P.L.2002, c.130 (C.2C:58-2.4), there shall be established a seven-member commission 
in the Department of Law and Public Safety that shall meet at least once a year to 
determine whether personalized handguns qualify for use by State and local law 
enforcement officers.  The Governor shall appoint the following six members of the 
commission:  a county sheriff; a county law enforcement officer; a county prosecutor; 
one local law enforcement officer who shall be an active member of the New Jersey 
Fraternal Order of Police; one local law enforcement officer who shall be an active 
member of the New Jersey State Policemen's Benevolent Association; and an 
experienced firearms instructor qualified to teach a firearms training course approved 
by the Police Training Commission.  The seventh member of the commission shall be 
the Superintendent of State Police. 
 

The commission shall issue a report to the Attorney General upon its determination 



that personalized handguns qualify for use by State and local law enforcement officers.  
In making this determination, the commission shall consider any advantages and 
disadvantages to using these weapons in the performance of the official duties of law 
enforcement officers and shall give due regard to the safety of law enforcement officers 
and others. The commission shall expire thereafter.  The Attorney General shall be 
authorized to promulgate rules and regulations that apply the provisions of this section 
to handguns to be sold, transferred, assigned and delivered for official use to State and 
local law enforcement officers upon a determination by the commission that 
personalized handguns qualify for use by State and local law enforcement officers. 
 

e. A person who knowingly violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a 
crime of the fourth degree. 
 
  
2C:58-2.6  Rules, regulations. 
 

7. The Attorney General, in accordance with the provisions of the 
"Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), shall promulgate 
rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes of this act. 
 
  
2C:58-3  Purchase of firearms. 
 

2C:58-3. a. Permit to purchase a handgun.  No person shall sell, give, transfer, 
assign or otherwise dispose of, nor receive, purchase, or otherwise acquire a handgun 
unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, receiver or holder is licensed as a dealer under 
this chapter or has first secured a permit to purchase a handgun as provided by this 
section. 
 

b. Firearms purchaser identification card.  No person shall sell, give, transfer, 
assign or otherwise dispose of nor receive, purchase or otherwise acquire an antique 
cannon or a rifle or shotgun, other than an antique rifle or shotgun, unless the 
purchaser, assignee, donee, receiver or holder is licensed as a dealer under this chapter 
or possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card, and first exhibits said card to 
the seller, donor, transferor or assignor, and unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, 
receiver or holder signs a written certification, on a form prescribed by the 
superintendent, which shall indicate that he presently complies with the requirements of 
subsection c. of this section and shall contain his name, address and firearms purchaser 
identification card number or dealer's registration number.  The said certification shall 
be retained by the seller, as provided in paragraph (4) of subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:58-
2, or, in the case of a person who is not a dealer, it may be filed with the chief of police 
of the municipality in which he resides or with the superintendent. 
 

c. Who may obtain.  No person of good character and good repute in the 



community in which he lives, and who is not subject to any of the disabilities set forth 
in this section or other sections of this chapter, shall be denied a permit to purchase a 
handgun or a firearms purchaser identification card, except as hereinafter set forth.  No 
handgun purchase permit or firearms purchaser identification card shall be issued: 
 

(1) To any person who has been convicted of any crime, or a disorderly persons 
offense involving an act of domestic violence as defined in section 3 of P.L.1991, c.261 
(C.2C:25-19), whether or not armed with or possessing a weapon at the time of such 
offense; 
 

(2) To any drug dependent person as defined in section 2 of P.L.1970, c.226 
(C.24:21-2), to any person who is confined for a mental disorder to a hospital, mental 
institution or sanitarium, or to any person who is presently an habitual drunkard; 
 

(3) To any person who suffers from a physical defect or disease which would 
make it unsafe for him to handle firearms, to any person who has ever been confined 
for a mental disorder, or to any alcoholic unless any of the foregoing persons produces 
a certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist licensed in New Jersey, or other 
satisfactory proof, that he is no longer suffering from that particular disability in such a 
manner that would interfere with or handicap him in the handling of firearms; to any 
person who knowingly falsifies any information on the application form for a handgun 
purchase permit or firearms purchaser identification card; 
 

(4) To any person under the age of 18 years for a firearms purchaser 
identification card and to any person under the age of 21 years for a permit to purchase 
a handgun; 
 

(5) To any person where the issuance would not be in the interest of the public 
health, safety or welfare; 
 

(6) To any person who is subject to a restraining order issued pursuant to the 
"Prevention of Domestic Violence Act of 1991," P.L.1991, c.261 (C.2C:25-17 et seq.) 
prohibiting the person from possessing any firearm; 
 

(7) To any person who as a juvenile was adjudicated delinquent for an offense 
which, if committed by an adult, would constitute a crime and the offense involved the 
unlawful use or possession of a weapon, explosive or destructive device or is 
enumerated in subsection d. of section 2 of P.L.1997, c.117 (C.2C:43-7.2); or 
 

(8) To any person whose firearm is seized pursuant to the "Prevention of 
Domestic Violence Act of 1991," P.L.1991, c.261 (C.2C:25-17 et seq.) and whose 
firearm has not been returned. 
 

d. Issuance.  The chief of police of an organized full-time police department of 



the municipality where the applicant resides or the superintendent, in all other cases, 
shall upon application, issue to any person qualified under the provisions of subsection 
c. of this section a permit to purchase a handgun or a firearms purchaser identification 
card. 
 

Any person aggrieved by the denial of a permit or identification card may request a 
hearing in the Superior Court of the county in which he resides if he is a resident of 
New Jersey or in the Superior Court of the county in which his application was filed if he 
is a nonresident.  The request for a hearing shall be made in writing within 30 days of 
the denial of the application for a permit or identification card.  The applicant shall 
serve a copy of his request for a hearing upon the chief of police of the municipality in 
which he resides, if he is a resident of New Jersey, and upon the superintendent in all 
cases. The hearing shall be held and a record made thereof within 30 days of the 
receipt of the application for such hearing by the judge of the Superior Court.  No 
formal pleading and no filing fee shall be required as a preliminary to such hearing. 
Appeals from the results of such hearing shall be in accordance with law. 
 

e. Applications. Applications for permits to purchase a handgun and for firearms 
purchaser identification cards shall be in the form prescribed by the superintendent and 
shall set forth the name, residence, place of business, age, date of birth, occupation, 
sex and physical description, including distinguishing physical characteristics, if any, of 
the applicant, and shall state whether the applicant is a citizen, whether he is an 
alcoholic, habitual drunkard, drug dependent person as defined in section 2 of P.L.1970, 
c.226 (C.24:21-2), whether he has ever been confined or committed to a mental 
institution or hospital for treatment or observation of a mental or psychiatric condition 
on a temporary, interim or permanent basis, giving the name and location of the 
institution or hospital and the dates of such confinement or commitment, whether he 
has been attended, treated or observed by any doctor or psychiatrist or at any hospital 
or mental institution on an inpatient or outpatient basis for any mental or psychiatric 
condition, giving the name and location of the doctor, psychiatrist, hospital or institution 
and the dates of such occurrence, whether he presently or ever has been a member of 
any organization which advocates or approves the commission of acts of force and 
violence to overthrow the Government of the United States or of this State, or which 
seeks to deny others their rights under the Constitution of either the United States or 
the State of New Jersey, whether he has ever been convicted of a crime or disorderly 
persons offense, whether the person is subject to a restraining order issued pursuant to 
the "Prevention of Domestic Violence Act of 1991," P.L.1991, c.261 (C.2C:25-17 et seq.) 
prohibiting the person from possessing any firearm, and such other information as the 
superintendent shall deem necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter.  For 
the purpose of complying with this subsection, the applicant shall waive any statutory 
or other right of confidentiality relating to institutional confinement.  The application 
shall be signed by the applicant and shall contain as references the names and 
addresses of two reputable citizens personally acquainted with him. 
 



Application blanks shall be obtainable from the superintendent, from any other 
officer authorized to grant such permit or identification card, and from licensed retail 
dealers. 
 

The chief police officer or the superintendent shall obtain the fingerprints of the 
applicant and shall have them compared with any and all records of fingerprints in the 
municipality and county in which the applicant resides and also the records of the State 
Bureau of Identification and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, provided that an 
applicant for a handgun purchase permit who possesses a valid firearms purchaser 
identification card, or who has previously obtained a handgun purchase permit from the 
same licensing authority for which he was previously fingerprinted, and who provides 
other reasonably satisfactory proof of his identity, need not be fingerprinted again; 
however, the chief police officer or the superintendent shall proceed to investigate the 
application to determine whether or not the applicant has become subject to any of the 
disabilities set forth in this chapter. 
 

f. Granting of permit or identification card; fee; term; renewal; revocation.  The 
application for the permit to purchase a handgun together with a fee of $2, or the 
application for the firearms purchaser identification card together with a fee of $5, shall 
be delivered or forwarded to the licensing authority who shall investigate the same and, 
unless good cause for the denial thereof appears, shall grant the permit or the 
identification card, or both, if application has been made therefor, within 30 days from 
the date of receipt of the application for residents of this State and within 45 days for 
nonresident applicants.  A permit to purchase a handgun shall be valid for a period of 
90 days from the date of issuance and may be renewed by the issuing authority for 
good cause for an additional 90 days.  A firearms purchaser identification card shall be 
valid until such time as the holder becomes subject to any of the disabilities set forth in 
subsection c. of this section, whereupon the card shall be void and shall be returned 
within five days by the holder to the superintendent, who shall then advise the licensing 
authority. Failure of the holder to return the firearms purchaser identification card to 
the superintendent within the said five days shall be an offense under subsection a. of 
N.J.S.2C:39-10. Any firearms purchaser identification card may be revoked by the 
Superior Court of the county wherein the card was issued, after hearing upon notice, 
upon a finding that the holder thereof no longer qualifies for the issuance of such 
permit. The county prosecutor of any county, the chief police officer of any municipality 
or any citizen may apply to such court at any time for the revocation of such card. 
 

There shall be no conditions or requirements added to the form or content of the 
application, or required by the licensing authority for the issuance of a permit or 
identification card, other than those that are specifically set forth in this chapter. 
 

g. Disposition of fees.  All fees for permits shall be paid to the State Treasury if 
the permit is issued by the superintendent, to the municipality if issued by the chief of 
police, and to the county treasurer if issued by the judge of the Superior Court. 



 
h. Form of permit; quadruplicate; disposition of copies. The permit shall be in 

the form prescribed by the superintendent and shall be issued to the applicant in 
quadruplicate.  Prior to the time he receives the handgun from the seller, the applicant 
shall deliver to the seller the permit in quadruplicate and the seller shall complete all of 
the information required on the form.  Within five days of the date of the sale, the seller 
shall forward the original copy to the superintendent and the second copy to the chief 
of police of the municipality in which the purchaser resides, except that in a municipality 
having no chief of police, such copy shall be forwarded to the superintendent.  The 
third copy shall then be returned to the purchaser with the pistol or revolver and the 
fourth copy shall be kept by the seller as a permanent record. 
 

i. Restriction on number of firearms person may purchase. Only one handgun 
shall be purchased or delivered on each permit and no more than one handgun shall be 
purchased within any 30-day period, but this limitation shall not apply to: 
 

(1) a federal, State or local law enforcement officer or agency purchasing 
handguns for use by officers in the actual performance of their law enforcement duties; 
 

(2) a collector of handguns as curios or relics as defined in Title 18, United 
States Code, section 921 (a) (13) who has in his possession a valid Collector of Curios 
and Relics License issued by the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives;  
 

(3) transfers of handguns among licensed retail dealers, registered wholesale 
dealers and registered manufacturers 
 

(4) transfers of handguns from any person to a licensed retail dealer or a 
registered wholesale dealer or registered manufacturer. 
 

(5) any transaction where the person has purchased a handgun from a licensed 
retail dealer and has returned that handgun to the dealer in exchange for another 
handgun within 30 days of the original transaction, provided the retail dealer reports 
the exchange transaction to the superintendent; or 
 

(6) any transaction where the superintendent issues an exemption from the 
prohibition in this subsection pursuant to the provisions of section 4 of P.L.2009, c.186 
(C.2C:58-3.4). 
 

The provisions of this subsection shall not be construed to afford or authorize any 
other exemption from the regulatory provisions governing firearms set forth in chapter 
39 and chapter 58 of Title 2C of the New Jersey Statutes; 
  

A person shall not be restricted as to the number of rifles or shotguns he may 



purchase, provided he possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card and 
provided further that he signs the certification required in subsection b. of this section 
for each transaction. 
 

j. Firearms passing to heirs or legatees.  Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this section concerning the transfer, receipt or acquisition of a firearm, a permit to 
purchase or a firearms purchaser identification card shall not be required for the 
passing of a firearm upon the death of an owner thereof to his heir or legatee, whether 
the same be by testamentary bequest or by the laws of intestacy.  The person who 
shall so receive, or acquire said firearm shall, however, be subject to all other provisions 
of this chapter. If the heir or legatee of such firearm does not qualify to possess or 
carry it, he may retain ownership of the firearm for the purpose of sale for a period not 
exceeding 180 days, or for such further limited period as may be approved by the chief 
law enforcement officer of the municipality in which the heir or legatee resides or the 
superintendent, provided that such firearm is in the custody of the chief law 
enforcement officer of the municipality or the superintendent during such period. 
 

k. Sawed-off shotguns.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize 
the purchase or possession of any sawed-off shotgun. 
 

l. Nothing in this section and in N.J.S.2C:58-2 shall apply to the sale or purchase 
of a visual distress signalling device approved by the United States Coast Guard, solely 
for possession on a private or commercial aircraft or any boat; provided, however, that 
no person under the age of 18 years shall purchase nor shall any person sell to a 
person under the age of 18 years such a visual distress signalling device. 
 
 
2C:58-3.1.  Temporary transfer of firearms 
 

1.  a.  Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S.2C:39-9, N.J.S.2C:58-2, N.J.S.2C:58-
3 or any other statute to the contrary concerning the transfer or disposition of firearms, 
the legal owner, or a dealer licensed under N.J.S.2C:58-2, may temporarily transfer a 
handgun, rifle or shotgun to another person who is 18 years of age or older, whether or 
not the person receiving the firearm holds a firearms purchaser identification card or a 
permit to carry a handgun. The person to whom a handgun, rifle or shotgun is 
temporarily transferred by the legal owner of the firearm or a licensed dealer may 
receive, possess, carry and use that handgun, rifle or shotgun, if the transfer is made 
upon a firing range operated by a licensed dealer, by a law enforcement agency, a 
legally recognized military organization or a rifle or pistol club which has filed a copy of 
its charter with the superintendent and annually submits to the superintendent a list of 
its members and if the firearm is received, possessed, carried and used for the sole 
purpose of target practice, trap or skeet shooting, or competition upon that firing range 
or instruction and training at any location. 
 



A transfer under this subsection shall be for not more than eight consecutive hours 
in any 24-hour period and may be made for a set fee or an hourly charge. 
 

The firearm shall be handled and used by the person to whom it is temporarily 
transferred only in the actual presence or under the direct supervision of the legal 
owner of the firearm, the dealer who transferred the firearm or any other person 
competent to supervise the handling and use of firearms and authorized to act for that 
purpose by the legal owner or licensed dealer.  The legal owner of the firearm or the 
licensed dealer shall be on the premises or the property of the firing range during the 
entire time that the firearm is in the possession of the person to whom it is temporarily 
transferred. 
 

The term "legal owner" as used in this subsection means a natural person and does 
not include an organization, commercial enterprise, or a licensed manufacturer, 
wholesaler or dealer of firearms. 
 

b. Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S.2C:39-9, N.J.S.2C:58-2, N.J.S.2C:58-
3 or any other statute to the contrary concerning the transfer and disposition of 
firearms, a legal owner of a shotgun or a rifle may temporarily transfer that firearm to 
another person who is 18 years of age or older, whether or not the person receiving the 
firearm holds a firearms purchaser identification card. The person to whom a shotgun 
or rifle is temporarily transferred by the legal owner may receive, possess, carry and 
use that shotgun or rifle in the woods or fields or upon the waters of this State for the 
purposes of hunting if the transfer is made in the woods or fields or upon the waters of 
this State, the shotgun or rifle is legal and appropriate for hunting and the person to 
whom the firearm is temporarily transferred possesses a valid license to hunt with a 
firearm, and a valid rifle permit if the firearm is a rifle, obtained in accordance with the 
provisions of chapter 3 of Title 23 of the Revised Statutes. 
 

The transfer of a firearm under this subsection shall be for not more than eight 
consecutive hours in any 24-hour period and no fee shall be charged for the transfer. 
 

The legal owner of the firearm which is temporarily transferred shall remain in the 
actual presence or in the vicinity of the person to whom it was transferred during the 
entire time that the firearm is in that person's possession. 
 

The term "legal owner" as used in this subsection means a natural person and does 
not include an organization, commercial enterprise, or a licensed manufacturer, 
wholesaler or dealer of firearms. 
 

c. No firearm shall be temporarily transferred or received under the provisions 
of subsections a. or b. of this section for the purposes described in section 1 of 
P.L.1983, c.229 (C.2C:39-14). 
 



d. An owner or dealer shall not transfer a firearm to any person pursuant to the 
provisions of this section if the owner or dealer knows the person does not meet the 
qualifications set forth in subsection c. of N.J.S.2C:58-3 for obtaining or holding a 
firearms purchaser identification card or a handgun purchase permit.  A person shall not 
receive, possess, carry or use a firearm pursuant to the provisions of this section if the 
person knows he does not meet the qualifications set forth in subsection c. of 
N.J.S.2C:58-3 for obtaining or holding a firearms purchaser identification card or a 
handgun purchase permit. 
 
  
2C:58-3.2.  Temporary transfer of firearm for training purposes 
 

1.  a.  Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S.2C:39-9, N.J.S.2C:58-2, N.J.S.2C:58-
3 or any other statute to the contrary, a person who is certified as an instructor in the 
use, handling and maintenance of firearms by the Police Training Commission, the 
Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife and the State Park Service in the Department of 
Environmental Protection, the Director of Civilian Marksmanship of the United States 
Department of the Army or by a recognized rifle or pistol association that certifies 
instructors may transfer a firearm temporarily in accordance with the terms of this 
section to a person participating in a training course for the use, handling and 
maintenance of firearms by the Police Training Commission, the Division of Fish, Game 
and Wildlife, the Director of Civilian Marksmanship or by a recognized rifle or pistol 
association that certifies instructors.  The person to whom a firearm is transferred by a 
certified instructor in accordance with the terms of this section may receive, possess, 
carry and use the firearm temporarily during the sessions of the course for the purpose 
of training and participating in the course. 
 

b. A transfer of a firearm under this section may be made only if: 
 

(1) the transfer is made upon a firearms range or, if the firearm is unloaded, in 
an area designated and appropriate for the training; 
 

(2) the transfer is made during the sessions of the firearms course for the sole 
purpose of participating in the course; 
 

(3) the transfer is made for not more than eight consecutive hours in any 24-
hour period; and  
 

(4) the transferred firearm is used and handled only in the actual presence and 
under the direct supervision of the instructor. 
 

c. The transfer permitted by this section may be made whether or not the 
person participating in the course holds a firearms license, firearms purchaser 
identification card or a handgun purchase permit.  However, an instructor shall not 



knowingly transfer a firearm under the terms of this section to a person who does not 
meet the qualifications set forth in subsection c. of N.J.S.2C:58-3 for obtaining or 
holding a firearms purchaser identification card or a handgun purchase permit, and a 
person who knows that he does not meet such qualifications shall not receive the 
transferred firearm under the terms of this section. 
 

d. No firearm shall be transferred or received under the provisions of this 
section for purposes described in section 1 of P.L.1983, c.229 (C.2C:39-14). 
 
  
2C:58-3.3  "Handgun ammunition" defined; sale, purchase, etc., regulated; 
violation, fourth degree crime. 
 

1. a. As used in this act, "handgun ammunition" means ammunition specifically 
designed to be used only in a handgun.  "Handgun ammunition" shall not include blank 
ammunition, air gun pellets, flare gun ammunition, nail gun ammunition, paint ball 
ammunition, or any non-fixed ammunition.   
 

b. No person shall sell, give, transfer, assign or otherwise dispose of, or receive, 
purchase, or otherwise acquire handgun ammunition unless the purchaser, assignee, 
donee, receiver or holder is licensed as a manufacturer, wholesaler, or dealer under this 
chapter or is the holder of and possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card, 
a valid copy of a permit to purchase a handgun, or a valid permit to carry a handgun 
and first exhibits such card or permit to the seller, donor, transferor or assignor. 
 

c. No person shall sell, give, transfer, assign or otherwise dispose of handgun 
ammunition to a person who is under 21 years of age. 
 

d. The provisions of this section shall not apply to a collector of firearms or 
ammunition as curios or relics who purchases, receives, acquires, possesses, or 
transfers handgun ammunition which is recognized as being historical in nature or of 
historical significance. 
 

e. A person who violates this section shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth 
degree, except that nothing contained herein shall be construed to prohibit the sale, 
transfer, assignment or disposition of handgun ammunition to or the purchase, receipt 
or acceptance of ammunition by a law enforcement agency or law enforcement official 
for law enforcement purposes. 
 

f. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the transfer of 
ammunition for use in a lawfully transferred firearm in accordance with the provisions of 
section 1 of P.L.1992, c.74 (C.2C:58-3.1), section 1 of P.L.1997, c.375 (C.2C:58-3.2) or 
section 14 of P.L.1979, c.179 (C.2C:58-6.1). 
 



g. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the sale of a de minimis 
amount of handgun ammunition at a firearms range operated by a licensed dealer; a 
law enforcement agency; a legally recognized military organization; or a rifle or pistol 
club which has filed a copy of its charter with the superintendent for immediate use at 
that range. 
 
 
2C:58-3.4  Exemption on restriction of purchase of handguns. 
 

4. a. The superintendent may grant an exemption from the restriction on the 
purchase of handguns set forth in subsection i. of N.J.S.2C:58-3 if the applicant 
demonstrates to the satisfaction of the superintendent that the applicant's request 
meets one of the following conditions: 
 

(1) The application is to purchase multiple handguns from a person who 
obtained the handguns through inheritance or intestacy; 
 

(2) The applicant is a collector of handguns and has a need to purchase or 
otherwise receive multiple handguns in the same transaction or within a 30-day period 
in furtherance of the applicant's collecting activities.  As used in this paragraph, "need" 
shall include, but not be limited to, situations where there is a reasonable likelihood that 
the additional handguns sought to be purchased would not be readily available after the 
30-day period, that it would not be feasible or practical to purchase the handguns 
separately, or that prohibiting the purchase of more than one handgun within a 30-day 
period would have a materially adverse impact on the applicant's ability to enhance his 
collection.  As used in this paragraph, "collector" shall include any person who devotes 
time and attention to acquiring firearms for the enhancement of the person's collection: 
as curios; for inheritance; for historical, investment, training and competitive, 
recreational, educational, scientific, or defensive purposes; or any or other lawful 
related purpose.  If an applicant is a member of an organized gun club; firearms 
competitors organization; firearms collectors organization; or any other organization 
dedicated to the acquisition, preservation, or use of firearms for historical, investment, 
training and competitive, recreational, educational, scientific, or defensive purposes, or 
any other lawful related purpose, such membership shall be considered in determining 
whether the applicant qualifies as a collector; or 
 

(3) The applicant participates in sanctioned handgun shooting competitions and 
needs to purchase or otherwise receive multiple handguns in a single transaction or 
within a 30-day period, and the need is related to the applicant's competitive shooting 
activities, including use in or training for sanctioned competitions. 
 

b. The applicant shall certify, on a form prescribed by the superintendent, the 
specific exemption sought and the particular handguns to be purchased.  This form 
shall be submitted to the superintendent at the same time as the permit to purchase a 



handgun, along with any pertinent documentation supporting the need for an 
exemption.  If the information concerning the particular handguns to be purchased is 
not available when the form is submitted, that information shall be provided to the 
superintendent as soon as practicable thereafter.  The superintendent shall consider the 
veracity, accuracy, and completeness of the information provided in determining 
whether the applicant meets the requirements for an exemption pursuant to this 
section.  In considering whether an applicant qualifies as a collector under paragraph 
(2) of subsection a. of this section, the superintendent shall not consider the number of 
guns in the applicant's collection.  In considering an exemption sought under paragraph 
(2) of subsection a. of this section, the superintendent shall not consider the merit or 
validity of the applicant's collecting activities. 
 

The superintendent shall not grant an exemption if he finds a reasonable likelihood 
that the public safety would be endangered by granting the exemption, including but 
not limited to instances where the applicant may be purchasing a handgun to give, sell 
or distribute to a person who would not qualify to purchase or otherwise acquire a 
handgun under the provisions of this chapter. 
 

The exemptions set forth in this section shall not be construed and are not intended 
to authorize multiple handgun purchases where the sole justification set forth by the 
applicant is that the seller offers a discount for the purchase of more than one 
handgun. 
 

c. Any person aggrieved by the denial of a request for an exemption pursuant to 
this paragraph may request a hearing in the Superior Court.  The request for a hearing 
shall be made within 30 days of the denial of the application for an exemption.  The 
applicant shall serve a copy of his request for a hearing upon the superintendent.  The 
hearing shall be held and a record made thereof within 30 days of the receipt for the 
application for such a hearing by the judge of the Superior Court. The judge shall grant 
the request for the exemption if the judge finds that the denial of the applicant's 
request was an abuse of discretion, arbitrary or capricious, or a misapplication of the 
requirements for an exemption as a matter of law. 
 

d. Notwithstanding the provisions of the "Administrative Procedure Act," 
P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), the superintendent may adopt, immediately upon 
filing with the Office of Administrative Law, such temporary regulations as the 
superintendent deems necessary to implement the provisions of P.L.2009, c.186 
(C.2C:58-3.4 et al.).  The regulations so adopted shall be effective for a period not to 
exceed 270 days from the date of the filing, but in no case shall those regulations be in 
effect one year after the effective date of P.L.2009, c.186 (C.2C:58-3.4 et al.).  The 
regulations may thereafter be amended, adopted or readopted by the superintendent 
as the superintendent deems necessary in accordance with the requirements of the 
"Administrative Procedure Act." 
 



  
2C:58-4.  Permits to carry handguns 
 
      a.  Scope and duration of authority.    Any person who holds a valid permit to carry 
a handgun issued pursuant to this section shall be authorized to carry a handgun in all 
parts of this State, except as prohibited by section 2C:39-5e.  One permit shall be 
sufficient for all handguns owned by the holder thereof, but the permit shall apply only 
to a handgun carried by the actual and  legal holder of the permit. 
 
    All permits to carry handguns shall expire 2 years from the date of issuance  or, in 
the case of an employee of an armored car company, upon termination of  his 
employment by the company occurring prior thereto whichever is earlier in  time, and 
they may thereafter be renewed every 2 years in the same manner and  subject to the 
same conditions as in the case of original applications. 
 
      b.  Application forms.    All applications for permits to carry handguns,  and all 
applications for renewal of such permits, shall be made on the forms  prescribed by the 
superintendent.  Each application shall set forth the full  name, date of birth, sex, 
residence, occupation, place of business or  employment, and physical description of 
the applicant, and such other information as the superintendent may prescribe for the 
determination of the applicant's eligibility for a permit and for the proper enforcement 
of this chapter.  The application shall be signed by the applicant under oath, and shall 
be indorsed by three reputable persons who have known the applicant for at least 3 
years preceding the date of application, and who shall certify thereon that the applicant 
is a person of good moral character and behavior. 
 
      c.  Investigation and approval.    Each application shall in the first instance be 
submitted to the chief police officer of the municipality in which the applicant resides, or 
to the superintendent, (1) if the applicant is an employee of an armored car company, 
or (2) if there is no chief police officer in the municipality where the applicant resides, 
or (3) if the applicant does not reside in this State.  The chief police officer, or the 
superintendent, as the case may be, shall cause the fingerprints of the applicant to be 
taken and compared with any and all records maintained by the municipality, the 
county in  which it is located, the State Bureau of Identification and the Federal Bureau  
of Identification.  He shall also determine and record a complete description of each 
handgun the applicant intends to carry. 
 
    No application shall be approved by the chief police officer or the superintendent 
unless the applicant demonstrates that he is not subject to any of the disabilities set 
forth in 2C:58-3c., that he is thoroughly familiar with  the safe handling and use of 
handguns, and that he has a justifiable need to  carry a handgun.  If the application is 
not approved by the chief police  officer or the superintendent within 60 days of filing, it 
shall be deemed to  have been approved, unless the applicant agrees to an extension of 
time in  writing. 



 
      d.  Issuance by Superior Court;  fee.    If the application has been approved by the 
chief police officer or the superintendent, as the case may be,  the applicant shall 
forthwith present it to the Superior Court of the county in  which the applicant resides, 
or to the Superior Court in any county where he  intends to carry a handgun, in the 
case of a nonresident or employee of an  armored car company.  The court shall issue 
the permit to the applicant if, but  only if, it is satisfied that the applicant is a person of 
good character who  is not subject to any of the disabilities set forth in section 2C:58-
3c., that  he is thoroughly familiar with the safe handling and use of handguns, and 
that  he has a justifiable need to carry a handgun.  The court may at its discretion  
issue a limited-type permit which would restrict the applicant as to the types  of 
handguns he may carry and where and for what purposes such handguns may be  
carried.  At the time of issuance, the applicant shall pay to the county clerk  of the 
county where the permit was issued a permit fee of $20.00. 
 
      e.  Appeals from denial of applications.    Any person aggrieved by the denial by the 
chief police officer or the superintendent of approval for a permit to carry a handgun 
may request a hearing in the Superior Court of the county in which he resides or in any 
county in which he intends to carry a handgun, in the case of a nonresident, by filing a 
written request for such a hearing within 30 days of the denial.  Copies of the request 
shall be served upon the superintendent, the county prosecutor and the chief police 
officer of the municipality where the applicant resides, if he is a resident of this State.  
The hearing shall be held within 30 days of the filing of the request, and no formal 
pleading or filing fee shall be required.  Appeals from the determination at such a 
hearing shall be in accordance with law and the rules governing the courts of this State. 
 
    If the superintendent or chief police officer approves an application and the Superior 
Court denies the application and refuses to issue a permit, the applicant may appeal 
such denial in accordance with law and the rules governing  the courts of this State. 
 
      f.  Revocation of permits.    Any permit issued under this section shall be void at 
such time as the holder thereof becomes subject to any of the disabilities set forth in 
section 2C:58-3c., and the holder of such a void permit shall immediately surrender the 
permit to the superintendent who shall give notice to the licensing authority. 
 
    Any permit may be revoked by the Superior Court, after hearing upon notice to the 
holder, if the court finds that the holder is no longer qualified for the issuance of such a 
permit.  The county prosecutor of any county, the chief police officer of any 
municipality, the superintendent or any citizen may apply  to the court at any time for 
the revocation of any permit issued pursuant to  this section. 
 
  
2C:58-4.1.  Employee of armored car company;  application;  letter from chief 
executive officer 



 
    In addition to the requirements of N.J.S. 2C:58-4 any application to carry a  handgun 
by an employee of an armored car company shall be accompanied by a letter from the 
chief executive officer of the armored car company verifying employment of the 
applicant;  endorsing approval of the application;  and agreeing to notify the 
superintendent forthwith upon the termination of the employee of any person to whom 
a permit is issued and to obtain from the employee the permit which shall thereupon be 
surrendered to the superintendent. 
 
 
2C:58-5.     Licenses to possess and carry machine guns and assault firearms   
 
      a.   Any person who desires to purchase, possess and carry a machine gun or 
assault firearm in this State may apply for a license to do so by filing in the Superior 
Court in the county in which he resides, or conducts his business if a nonresident, a 
written application setting forth in detail his reasons for desiring such a license.  The 
Superior Court shall refer the application to the county prosecutor for investigation and 
recommendation.  A copy of the prosecutor's report, together with a copy of the notice 
of the hearing on the application, shall be served upon the superintendent and the chief 
police officer of every municipality in which the applicant intends to carry the machine 
gun or assault firearm, unless, for good cause shown, the court orders notice to be 
given wholly or in part by publication.   
 
    b.   No license shall be issued to any person who would not qualify for a permit to 
carry a handgun under section 2C:58-4, and no license shall be issued unless the court 
finds that the public safety and welfare so require. Any person aggrieved by the 
decision of the court in granting or denying an application, including the applicant, the 
prosecutor, or any law enforcement officer entitled to notice under subsection a. who 
appeared in opposition to the application, may appeal said decision in accordance with 
law and the rules governing the courts of this State.   
 
    c.   Upon the issuance of any license under this section, true copies of such license 
shall be filed with the superintendent and the chief police officer of the municipality 
where the licensee resides or has his place of business.   
 
    d.   In issuing any license under this section, the court shall attach thereto such 
conditions and limitations as it deems to be in the public interest.  Unless otherwise 
provided by court order at the time of issuance, each license shall expire one year from 
the date of issuance, and may be renewed in the same manner and under the same 
conditions as apply to original applications.   
 
    e.   Any license may be revoked by the Superior Court, after a hearing upon notice to 
the holder thereof, if the court finds that the holder is no longer qualified for the 
issuance of such a license or that revocation is necessary for the public safety and 



welfare. Any citizen may apply to the court for revocation of a license issued under this 
section.   
 
    f.   A filing fee of $75.00 shall be required for each application filed pursuant to the 
provisions of this section.  Of this filing fee, $25.00 shall be forwarded to the State 
Treasury for deposit in the account used by the Violent Crimes Compensation Board in 
satisfying claims and for related administrative costs pursuant to the provisions of the 
"Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 1971," P.L.1971, c.317 (C.52:4B-1 et seq.).   
 
    g.   Any license granted pursuant to the provisions of this section shall expire two 
years from the date of issuance and may be renewed in the same manner and under 
the same conditions as apply to original applications.  If the holder of a license dies, the 
holder's heirs or estate shall have 90 days to dispose of that firearm as provided in 
section 12 of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-13).   
 
    h.   If an assault firearm licensed pursuant to the provisions of this section is used in 
the commission of a crime, the holder of the license for that assault firearm shall be 
civilly liable for any damages resulting from that crime.  The liability imposed by this 
subsection shall not apply if the assault firearm used in the commission of the crime 
was stolen and the license holder reported the theft of the firearm to law enforcement 
authorities within 24 hours of the license holder's knowledge of the theft.   
 
    i.   Nothing in P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.) shall be construed to abridge any 
exemptions provided under N.J.S.2C:39-6. 
 
 
2C:58-6.1.  Possession of firearms by minors; exceptions 
 

14.  a.  No person under the age of 18 years shall purchase, barter or otherwise 
acquire a firearm and no person under the age of 21 years shall purchase, barter or 
otherwise acquire a handgun, unless the person is authorized to possess the handgun 
in connection with the performance of official duties under the provisions of 
N.J.S.2C:39-6. 
 

b. No person under the age of 18 years shall possess, carry, fire or use a  
firearm except as provided under paragraphs (1), (2), (3) and (4) of this subsection; 
and, unless authorized in connection with the performance of official duties under the 
provisions of N.J.S.2C:39-6, no person under the age of 21 years shall possess, carry, 
fire or use a handgunexcept under the following circumstances: 
 

(1) In the actual presence or under the direct supervision of his father, mother 
or guardian, or some other person who holds a permit to carry a handgun or a firearms 
purchaser identification card, as the case may be;  or 
 



(2) For the purpose of military drill under the auspices of a legally recognized 
military organization and under competent supervision;  or 
 

(3) For the purpose of competition or target practice in and upon a firing range 
approved by the governing body of the municipality in which the range is located or the 
National Rifle Association and which is under competent supervision at the time of such 
supervision or target practice or instruction and training at any location; or 
 

(4) For the purpose of hunting during the regularly designated hunting season, 
provided that he possesses a valid hunting license and has successfully completed a 
hunter's safety course taught by a qualified instructor or conservation officer and 
possesses a certificate indicating the successful completion of such a course. 
 

c. A person who violates this section shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth 
degree.  For purposes of this section the fact that the act would not constitute a crime 
if committed by an adult shall not be deemed to prohibit or require waiver of family 
court jurisdiction pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-11 or to preclude a finding of delinquency 
under the "New Jersey Code of Juvenile Justice," P.L.1982, c.77 (C.2A:4A-20 et seq.), 
P.L.1982, c.79 (C.2A:4A-60 et seq.), P.L.1982, c.80 (C.2A:4A-76 et seq.) and P.L.1982, 
c.81 (C.2A:4A-70 et seq.). 
 
  
2C:58-7.  Persons possessing explosives or destructive devices to notify 
police 
 
    a.  Any person who becomes the possessor of any explosive, destructive device, or 
ammunition therefor, which is or may be loaded or otherwise dangerous, except such 
as is possessed for any lawful commercial or other purpose in connection with which 
the use of explosives is authorized or as is authorized in subsection d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-6, 
shall within 15 days notify the police authorities of the municipality in which he resides 
or the State Police that the same is in his possession and shall present the same to 
them for inspection. 
 
    b.  When any such ammunition, explosive or destructive device is presented for 
inspection it shall be inspected to ascertain whether or not it is loaded or of a 
dangerous character, and if it is found to be loaded or of dangerous character, it shall 
be destroyed or be unloaded or so processed as to remove its dangerous character 
before being returned to the possessor. 
 
    c.  Any police officer having reasonable cause to believe that any person is  
possessed of any such ammunition, explosive, or destructive device shall investigate, 
under a proper search warrant when necessary, and shall seize the same for the 
purpose of inspection, unloading, processing or destruction, as provided in this section, 



and the same shall not be returned to the possessor thereof until it has been unloaded 
or so processed. 
 
 
2C:58-8  Certain wounds and injuries to be reported. 
 

2C:58-8.  Certain Wounds and Injuries to be Reported.  a.  Every case of a wound, 
burn or any other injury arising from or caused by a firearm, destructive device, 
explosive or weapon shall be reported at once to the law enforcement agency of the 
municipality where the person reporting is located  and to the Division of State Police by 
the physician consulted, attending or treating the case or the  administrator or 
administrator's designee, whenever such case is presented for treatment or treated in 
a  general hospital licensed pursuant to P.L.1971, c.136 (C.26:2H-1 et seq.). 
 

This subsection shall not, however, apply to wounds, burns or injuries received by a 
member of the armed forces of the United States or the State of New Jersey while 
engaged in the actual performance of duty. 
 

b. Every case which contains the criteria defined in this subsection shall be 
reported at once to the  law enforcement agency of the municipality where the person 
reporting is located, or to the Division of State Police, by the physician consulted, 
attending, or treating the injury, or by the  administrator or administrator's designee, 
whenever such case is presented for treatment or treated in a  health care facility 
licensed pursuant to P.L.1971, c.136 (C.26:2H-1 et seq.), or an office where medical 
care is provided.  This subsection shall not apply to injuries received by a member of 
the armed forces of the United States or the State of New Jersey while engaged in the 
actual performance of duty. 
 

The defined criteria shall consist of a flame burn injury accompanied by one or 
more of the following factors: 
 

(1) A fire accelerant was used in the incident causing the injury and the 
presence of an accelerant creates a reasonable suspicion that the patient committed 
arson in violation of N.J.S.2C:17-1. 
 

(2) Treatment for the injury was sought after an unreasonable delay of time. 
 

(3) Changes or discrepancies in the account of the patient or accompanying 
person concerning the cause of the injury which creates a reasonable suspicion that the 
patient committed arson in violation of N.J.S.2C:17-1. 
 

(4) Voluntary statement by the patient or accompanying person that the patient 
was injured during the commission of arson in violation of N.J.S.2C:17-1. 
 



(5) Voluntary statement by the patient or accompanying person that the patient 
was injured during a suicide attempt or the commission of criminal homicide in violation 
of N.J.S.2C:11-1. 
 

(6) Voluntary statement by the patient or accompanying person that the patient 
has exhibited fire setting behavior prior to the injury or has received counseling for such 
behavior. 
 

(7) Any other factor determined by the bureau of fire safety in the Department 
of Community Affairs from information in the burn patient arson registry established 
under section 4 of P.L.1991, c.433 (C.52:27D-25d3) to typify a patient whose injuries 
were caused during the commission of arson in violation of N.J.S.2C:17-1. 
 
  
2C:58-8.1  Rules, regulations. 
 

2. The Commissioner of Health and Senior Services,  in consultation with the 
Attorney General, pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 
(C.52:14B-1 et seq.), shall adopt rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes of 
this act. 
 
  
2C:58-9.  Certain convictions to be reported 
 
    Every conviction under any provision of chapter 39 of this code of a person  who is 
not a citizen of the United States, shall be certified to the proper  officer of the United 
States Government by the county prosecutor of the county  in which such conviction 
was had, or by the Attorney General or his  representative. 
 
 
2C:58-10.  Incendiary or tracer ammunition 
 
    No incendiary or tracer type ammunition shall be discharged anywhere in this  State 
except for law enforcement purposes by law enforcement officers in the  course of their 
official duties or by members of legally recognized military  organizations during the 
actual course of their official duties in or upon  military establishments or ranges 
constructed or maintained for such purposes.   Nonincendiary shotgun tracer 
ammunition may, however, be used on a trap or  skeet field for target purposes.  
Nothing in this section shall prohibit the  carrying or possession for distress signal 
purposes of a visual distress  signalling device approved by the United States Coast 
Guard aboard a private or  commercial aircraft or any boat. 
 
  
2C:58-12.    Registration of assault firearms   



 
     a.   Within 90 days of the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.), the 
Attorney General shall promulgate a list by trade name of any assault firearm which the 
Attorney General determines is an assault firearm which is used for legitimate target-
shooting purposes. This list shall include, but need not be limited to, the Colt AR-15 and 
any other assault firearm used in competitive shooting matches sanctioned by the 
Director of Civilian Marksmanship of the United States Department of the Army.   
 
    b.   The owner of an assault firearm purchased on or before May 1, 1990 which is on 
the list of assault firearms  determined by the Attorney General to be legitimate for 
target-shooting purposes shall have one year from the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 
(C.2C:58-12 et al.) to register that firearm. In order to register an assault firearm, the 
owner shall:   
 
    (1)  Complete an assault firearm registration statement, in the form to be prescribed 
by the Superintendent of the State Police;   
 
    (2)  Pay a registration fee of $50.00 per each assault firearm; 
 
    (3)  Produce for inspection a valid firearms purchaser identification card, a valid 
permit to carry handguns, or a copy of the permit to purchase a handgun which was 
used to purchase the assault firearm which is being registered; and   
 
    (4)  Submit valid proof that the person is a member of a rifle or pistol club in 
existence prior to the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.).   
 
    Membership in a rifle or pistol club shall not be considered valid unless the person 
joined the club no later than 210 days after the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 
(C.2C:58-12 et al.) and unless the rifle or pistol club files its charter with the 
Superintendent no later than 180 days following the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 
(C.2C:58-12 et al.). The rifle or pistol club charter shall contain the name and address 
of the club's headquarters and the name of the club's officers.   
 
    The information to be provided in the registration statement shall include, but shall 
not be limited to:  the name and address of the registrant; the number or numbers on 
the registrant's firearms purchaser identification card, permit to carry handguns, or 
permit to purchase a handgun; the name, address, and telephone number of the rifle or 
pistol club in which the registrant is a member; and the make, model, and serial 
number of the assault firearm being registered.  Each registration statement shall be 
signed by the registrant, and the signature shall constitute a representation of the 
accuracy of the information contained in the registration statement.   
 
    c.   For an applicant who resides in a municipality with an organized full-time police 
department, the registration shall take place at the main office of the police 



department.  For all other applicants, the registration shall take place at any State 
Police station.   
 
    d.   Within 60 days of the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C-58-12 et al.), the 
Superintendent shall prepare the form of registration statement as described in 
subsection b. of this section and shall provide a suitable supply of statements to each 
organized full-time municipal police department and each State Police station.   
 
    e.   One copy of the completed assault firearms registration statement shall be 
returned to the registrant, a second copy shall be sent to the Superintendent, and, if 
the registration takes place at a municipal police department, a third copy shall be 
retained by that municipal police department.   
 
    f.   If the owner of an assault firearm which has been registered pursuant to this 
section dies, the owner's heirs or estate shall have 90 days to dispose of that firearm in 
accordance with section 12 of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-13).   
 
    g.   If an assault firearm registered pursuant to the provisions of this section is used 
in the commission of a crime, the registrant of that assault firearm shall be civilly liable 
for any damages resulting from that crime. The liability imposed by this subsection shall 
not apply if the assault firearm used in the commission of the crime was stolen and the 
registrant reported the theft of the firearm to law enforcement authorities within 24 
hours of the registrant's knowledge of the theft.   
 
    h.   Of the registration fee required pursuant to subsection b. of this section, $20.00 
shall be forwarded to the State Treasury for deposit in the account used by the Violent 
Crimes Compensation Board in satisfying claims and for related administrative costs 
pursuant to the provisions of the "Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 1971," 
P.L.1971, c.317 (C.52:4B-1 et seq.).   
  
 
2C:58-13.    Transfer of assault firearm to another; rendering inoperable; 
voluntarily surrendering   
 
     a.   Any person who legally owns an assault firearm on the effective date of this act 
and who is unable to register or chooses not to register the firearm pursuant to section 
11 of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12) may retain possession of that firearm for a period not 
to exceed one year from the effective date of this act.  During this time period, the 
owner of the assault firearm shall either:   
 
    (1)  Transfer the assault firearm to any person or firm lawfully entitled to own or 
possess such firearm; 
 
    (2)  Render the assault firearm inoperable; or 



 
    (3)  Voluntarily surrender the assault firearm pursuant to the provisions of 
N.J.S.2C:39-12. 
 
      b.   If the owner of an assault firearm elects to render the firearm inoperable, the 
owner shall file a certification on a form prescribed by the Superintendent of the State 
Police indicating the date on which the firearm was rendered inoperable.  This 
certification shall be filed with either the chief law enforcement officer of the 
municipality in which the owner resides or, in the case of an owner who resides outside 
this State but stores or possesses an assault firearm in this State, with the 
Superintendent of the State Police.   
 
    c.   As used in this section, "inoperable" means that the firearm is altered in such a 
manner that it cannot be immediately fired and that the owner or possessor of the 
firearm does not possess or have control over the parts necessary to make the firearm 
operable.  
 
 
2C:58-14.    Annual report on assault firearms   
 
     Within 180 days of the enactment of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.), and 
annually thereafter, the Attorney General shall present a report to the Legislature which 
includes the types and quantities of firearms surrendered or rendered inoperable 
pursuant to section 12 of this act and the number and types of criminal offenses 
involving assault firearms and any recommendations, including additions or deletions to 
the inventory of assault firearms delineated in N.J.S.2C:39-1, which the Attorney 
General believes should be considered by the Legislature.   
 
 
2C:58-15.    Minor's access to a loaded firearm; penalty, conditions   
 
     1.  a.  A person who knows or reasonably should know that a minor is likely to gain 
access to a loaded firearm at a premises under the person's control commits a 
disorderly persons offense if a minor gains access to the firearm, unless the person:   
 
    (1)  Stores the firearm in a securely locked box or container; 
 
   
 
    (2)  Stores the firearm in a location which a reasonable person would believe to be 
secure; or   
 
    (3)  Secures the firearm with a trigger lock. 
 



      b.   This section shall not apply: 
 
      (1)  To activities authorized by section 14 of P.L.1979, c.179, (C.2C:58-6.1), 
concerning the lawful use of a firearm by a minor; or   
 
    (2)  Under circumstances where a minor obtained a firearm as a result of an unlawful 
entry by any person.   
 
    c.   As used in this act, "minor" means a person under the age of 16. 
 
  
2C:58-16.    Retailer's written warnings; wholesaler's warning; violation, 
penalty   
 
     2.  a.  Upon the retail sale or transfer of any firearm, the retail dealer or his 
employee shall deliver to the purchaser or transferee the following written warning, 
printed in block letters not less than one-fourth of an inch in height:      "IT IS A 
CRIMINAL OFFENSE, PUNISHABLE BY A FINE AND IMPRISONMENT, FOR      AN ADULT 
TO LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR."   
 
    b.   Every wholesale and retail dealer of firearms shall conspicuously post at each 
purchase counter the following warning, printed in block letters not less than one inch 
in height:      "IT IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WITHIN 
EASY      ACCESS OF A MINOR."   
 
    c.   Violation of this section by any retail or wholesale dealer of firearms is a petty 
disorderly persons offense.  
 
 
2C:58-17.  "KeepSafe" program established 
 

2.  a.  There is established a "KeepSafe" program to encourage and stimulate the 
safe storage of firearms in the State of New Jersey by providing instant rebates to 
firearms purchasers who purchase trigger locking devices. 
 

Under the program, a person who purchases a firearm from a retail dealer licensed 
under the provisions of N.J.S.2C:58-2 shall be eligible for a $5 instant rebate when a 
compatible trigger locking device is purchased along with that firearm.  The licensed 
retail dealer shall deduct the rebate from the price of the compatible locking device in 
order to reduce by $5 the cost of the device for the purchaser. 
 

b. The Superintendent of State Police, in conjunction with the Attorney General, 
shall adopt guidelines in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, P.L.1968, 
c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), to effectuate the purposes of this act. 



 
In addition, the superintendent shall prepare and deliver to each licensed retail 

firearms dealer in the State the forms necessary to record and report participation in 
the program.  The forms, which shall set forth the name, address, telephone number, 
State tax number and State license number of the retail firearms dealer, the name of 
the firearms purchaser and his firearms purchaser identification card number or permit 
to purchase a handgun number, the make and model number of the compatible trigger 
locking device purchased and the date of the sale, shall be in duplicate.  One copy shall 
be retained by the retail dealer for his records.  The other shall be submitted to the 
Attorney General for reimbursement.  The reimbursement copies shall be submitted 
monthly at a time prescribed by the superintendent.  The submitting retail dealer shall 
be entitled to a reimbursement of $5 for each trigger locking device sold as part of the 
KeepSafe program.  To help defray any administrative costs, each participating retail 
dealer shall receive, in addition to the reimbursement, $0.50 for each valid 
reimbursement copy submitted. 
 

The superintendent also shall provide each licensed retail firearms dealer with a 
sign to be prominently displayed at a conspicuous place on the dealer's business 
premises where firearms are offered for sale.  The sign shall state substantially the 
following: 
 

"KEEP NEW JERSEY FIREARMS SAFE. 
 

TO ENCOURAGE NEW JERSEY GUN OWNERS TO  
 

STORE THEIR FIREARMS SAFELY, THE STATE IS 
 

OFFERING A $5 INSTANT REBATE WHEN YOU  
 

PURCHASE A COMPATIBLE TRIGGER LOCK ALONG 
 

WITH YOUR FIREARM. 
 

REMEMBER--THE USE OF A TRIGGER LOCK IS 
 

ONLY ONE ASPECT OF RESPONSIBLE FIREARM 
 

STORAGE.    FIREARMS SHOULD BE STORED, 
 

UNLOADED AND LOCKED IN A LOCATION THAT IS  
 

BOTH SEPARATE FROM THEIR AMMUNITION 
 

AND INACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN. 



 
NEW JERSEY'S FAMILIES AND CHILDREN ARE 

 
PRECIOUS--KEEP THEM SAFE!!" 

  
 
2C:58-18.  Report on KeepSafe program 
 

3. On the first day of the thirteenth month following the effective date of this 
act, the superintendent shall submit a report on the effectiveness of the KeepSafe 
program to the Governor and Legislature.  In addition to those matters the 
superintendent deems appropriate and necessary, the report shall include the 
superintendent's assessment of whether the program should be expanded to include  
sales of trigger locking devices which are not part of firearm purchases. 
  
 
2C:58-19  Report of loss, theft of firearm within 36 hours; violations, 
penalties. 
 

1. The legal owner of a firearm,  upon discovering that the firearm is lost or 
stolen, shall report the loss or theft within 36 hours to the chief law enforcement officer 
of the municipality in which the loss or theft occurred or, if the municipality does not 
have a local police force, to the Superintendent of State Police.  
 

A person who violates the provisions of this section shall be liable to a civil penalty 
of not less than $500 for a first offense, and not less than $1,000 for any second or 
subsequent offense.  The civil penalty shall be collected pursuant to the "Penalty 
Enforcement Law of 1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). 


